
 

 

 

 

 
 

Date: 9-11-2020 

To: KNPS Staff and Parents 

From: Jerrod Wheeler 

Re: Johnson County Public Health Advisory 

 

Dear Knob Noster Parents, 

As we close out our third week of school, I am writing with some important updates and developments related 

to the Covid-19 situation which will impact your children beginning next week. 

COVID-19 Communications 

I want to again thank you for your patience and grace as we work through this situation together.  I recognize 

we are sending an abundance of communication that requires extra time for you to review. We are doing our 

best to keep these communications concise, while also getting the important information to you in a timely 

manner.  

Cornerstones of the Knob Noster COVID-19 Return to School and Response Plan 

This item is sent ahead of the following critical item…. 

Two cornerstones of our COVID-19 Return to School and Response Plan that have led to our success, to date, 

are: (1) The district’s commitment to parental/student choice whenever possible, and (2) The district’s 

commitment to following the directives of our local and state health agencies.  This includes the commitment to 

NOT assume the role of a medical professional or impose requirements that are more restrictive or less 

restrictive than what is provided by the appropriate health agencies. 

New Johnson County Public Health Advisory Replaces Public Health Order 

This afternoon, we received notification from the Johnson County Health Department regarding their newest 

directives following last night’s meeting.  Most notably, the current Public Health Order regarding face 

coverings will shift to a Public Health Advisory beginning Monday, September 14, 2020. In short, this shift 

moves face coverings from being “mandatory” to being “strongly recommended.”  

Over the last three weeks, the district has seen an excellent response from parents and students during the 

school day in following all of our face covering protocols.  We sincerely appreciate the cooperation from our 

families in helping following the mandates with the intent that this practice will help enhance the safety and 

health of our students, employees, and visitors. 

Accordingly, in alignment with the new Public Health Advisory, OFF BASE Knob Noster Public School 

operations will shift from “mandatory” face coverings to “strongly encouraged” face coverings.  No other 

changes will be made to our protocols or plans.  
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Whiteman Elementary and Knob Noster Operation ON BASE 

Whiteman AFB Public Health governs students and employees while on base.  There have been no changes 

regarding face coverings on base.  Accordingly, operations will continue without change for these students and 

all other on base activities, including district bussing. 

Parental Expectations for Individual Children 

Along with the district “strongly encouraging” face coverings, we “strongly encourage” parents to speak with 

your children and make certain they understand and follow your directives and expectations regarding their 

personal use of face coverings while at school.  Our team will follow the individual decisions, whichever 

preference you choose.  However, we ask that you carefully consider your decision and communicate that 

decision clearly to your children.  Parents of elementary students are encouraged to send a note in your child’s 

planner to notify the teacher of your preference so they are aware. 

Recap for the Week 

1. As noted in our previous email, the district will offer free meals for all students until further notice.  Please 

see the recent memo for details. 

2.  The district has confirmed two positive cases, both of which were employees at Whiteman Elementary.  The 

incidents were not related.  Please see recent memos for details. 

3.  To date, the district is aware of zero students testing positive since our return to school.  There is a good 

argument that face coverings have been a contributing factor in helping prevent contraction of the virus and we 

encourage parents to carefully consider this trend. 

4.  Social distancing, handwashing, and making intelligent choices continues to be critically-important as we 

move forward.  Please continue to reinforce these items, along with other safeguards, with your children. 

Moving Forward 

We continue to hear news of group quarantines and multiple positive cases in nearby school districts.  Many of 

these issues are related to behaviors outside of the school setting.  Please continue to keep the health of your 

children, families, and community in mind at all times. 

Our district will continue to implement our protocols rigidly to create school environments that are as healthy 

and as safe as possible.  We continue to see the favorable outcomes that can occur when our school employees, 

parents, and students work together.  Again, we thank you for your cooperation, communication, and 

partnership as we move forward through these challenging times.  Please reach out to me directly if I may assist 

in any way. 

Thank you again for your time, and have a safe and restful weekend! 

Very Respectfully, 

  

Jerrod Wheeler 

 


